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JOHN HOBBS 35 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE

September 1, 1974 was day one of my career at Forte
and Tablada, Inc. It seems like just last week I went to the
small office on Wooddale Boulevard in Baton Rouge to start
my career, fresh out of LSU with an Electrical Engineering
degree. Little did I realize when Vincent Forte and Julian
Tablada asked if I would mind doing some various things
for the company, which may not be directly related to my
chosen field, what that would actually mean. Of course, I
said “sure, whatever it takes”, not knowing what those
“various things” could be. I quickly realized those “various
things” they referenced, included tasks which my four
years of study at LSU did not even begin to ad-
dress.

One of the first tasks I remember in 1974, in- §
volved a brand new shiny, metallic gray, two-
door, hardtop, convertible, leather interior, 450SL g
Mercedes, which Julian purchased for himself. He
asked if I could add a special air horn to his new
car. He handed me a horn kit and a pushbutton.
Knowing this was a new vehicle, I asked which
side he wanted me to hide the button under the
dash. To my surprise, he said, “drill a hole right
here” as he pointed to the dead center on the
front of the dash of the finely detailed interior. I

went to the closest “service station”, rented a lift bay and
“wedged” the various components of the horn kit into the
tight spaces of the engine compartment and undercarriage
and drilled the new dash for the button. After testing the
horn for proper operation I returned to the office with the
car and presented the keys to Julian. He promptly went to
the parking lot, drove the car up and pointed it at the front
door, which he had propped open and proceeded to sound
the new air horn down the office’s central corridor. After
several courses of “La Cucaracha” at full volume, the entire
office came out to see his new car.

- JOHN HOBBS

BY: JOHN HOBBS, SR. ELECTRICAL ENGINEER

During the past thirty five years I was also able to do
some “real” jobs for our various clients from both ends
of the spectrum. People often ask me why I have re-
mained at Forte and Tablada for so long. My standard
answer is “it is close to the house”, but the real reason
is the diversity of the projects I have been involved
with, which this company has performed. Where else
would I be able to be involved with designs ranging
from projects related to a $650 Million Hydroelectric
Plant all the way to designs needed for a road side fruit
stand. Whether we were designing for a 30,000 HP
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Oxygen Compressor in one of the petrochemi-
cal plants or designing the lighting control sys-
tem for the Governor’s Office in the State Capi-
tol Building, I have been involved in a rainbow
of different projects. Our designs have included
various control, security, life safety, commu-
nications and energy management systems
for commercial buildings, multi-function cor-
rectional facilities, petrochemical plants, gen-
erating stations and both private and public
facilities including parks, schools and univer-
sities, which I am certain I would not have been able
to be involved with at any other engineering com-
pany.

Ann Forte Trappey, P.E., CEO/President, has contin-
ued the legacy for the past 18 years, which her father
began more than 45 years ago. During the past 35
years, weeks turned into months and months turned
into years and I am proud to still be allowed to be a
part of this continually growing and diversified company
and hope to continue to contribute for many years to
come— As the saying goes.... "PRICELESS".






